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CIRCUMSTANCES 


WHICH PRECEDED 


” 


The LETTERS to the EARL of 


And may tend to a diſcovery of the Author. 


a 


HE Counteſs —— a lady of 

unoffending manners; and of a 
conduct far above reproach, received, in 
March laſt year, from an unknown hand, 
2 letter ſtained with Sd. 


It contained an Epitaph ; * a threat- 


ening notice to her; that ſhe was not 
immortal, 


B Lady 
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Lady — was at that time in the 
particular ſtate of pregnancy, wherein the 


natural effects of a ſudden fright, or alarm, 
are underſtood to be moſt fatal. 


The ſhock was not without its threat- 


ening conſequences : but the ſtrength of 
a good conſtitution; and the much 
greater ſtrength of conſcious innocence, 
conquered the fear; and faved two 
_—_ 


The child was born, and lives. 


Sweet little Charles! image, and name- 
fake of thy excellent grandfather ; under 
the influence of what peculiar ſtar wert 
thou born? The innocence of a new- 
born babe has been ſuppoſed, a naked 
armour againſt all aſſaults : but to attack 
an infant, yet unborn, was an act re- 


ſerved for the enemies of Lady —— 


From that hour to the preſept, this 
ynbappy Lady, who has given no of. 
fene 


1 

fence to any; unleſs there be à mind to 
which the virtues of her ſex, poſſeſſed 
in a degree ſuperior to moſt others, 
can have given offence ; has been the 
martyr to a ſecret enemy ; whoſe cruel 
perſecution continues daily unremitted; 
and whom no inquiries; public or pri- 
vate, have yet been able to reveal. 


herſelf alone: her noble huſband, her 
ſiſters, brothers, (all at leaſt but one) her 
friends, and her acquaintance, are daily 
made the objects of ſuch miſchiefs as a 
petty news- paper can effect: and it ſeems, 
in the eye of this unknown aſſailant, a 
crime of the heavieſt, and blackeſt dye, 
but to be known to Lady —— 


In this fituation ; in which every hu- 
man being is concerned, and intereſted, 
the beſt, and the moſt innocent, the 
moſt ; it cannot appear ſtrange that 
ſomething is now ſaid publicly: not to re- 
this fute the charges on this Lady; for their 
of- abſurdity refutes themſelves: but to ſol- 
ence s 1 B 2 licit 


Nor have the attacks been made upon 


. 
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” — 


(4) 
licit any, to whom this may - appear, if 
chance or obſervation ſhall have given 
them means of knowing the author (I 
prefix no epithet to his name, for there 
is none worthy to be joined with it) 
that it may ſome way be communicated 
to the injured perſons. 


Crimes contradictory to the character, 
and nature of the accuſed; charged a- 
gainſt the innocent; without the leaſt 
pretence of proof; and this accuſation 
publiſhed by one who carefully conceals 
himſelf ; cannot a moment ſtain a repu- ſt 
tation made facred by a lite of virtue, 
and of honour : and you, who read this, 
whoſoever you are; however high in rank, 

i or honoured in the world's opinion, yourſelf 
| are not ſecure a moment from the ſame 
aſperſions. Your own name may flame 
| to morrow in the forehead of a morning- 
| paper; and worth and innocence appeal in 
i vain, againſt you know not who ; a ſhadow 
in a fog; a drop buried in the ocean. 
The common intereſts of mankind are 
| concerned 
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concerned in this: and, in the eye of 
reaſon, that 7s every man's caſe, which 
may be every man's caſe to morrow. 


From the time of the bloody letter, the 
Counteſs —— has been continually ſub- 
jected to the moſt ſtrange and cruel at- 
tacks upon her peace: and has had the com- 
mon fortune to find, that benefits create 
enemies. But all this paſſed in ſecret; 
and while her own heart acquitted her 
of every charge; and her univerſal con- 
| duct had fixed her Lord incapable of 
ſuſpicions ſo perfectly contrary to the 
whole tenour of her life and manners ; 
the impreſſion they had made at 
firſt upon her quiet, by degrees wore 
off: and whoever urged the attempts, 
had the mortification to find they paſſed 
away perfectly unregarded. 


Almoſt a year ran on in theſe repeated 
attacks; and they had gradually ſeemed to 
tade almoſt to nothing : when on the 27th 
of February laſt, Lady —— received, by a 

| dirty 
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dirty meſſenger, the following letter; from 
one who ſubſcribed himſelf a ſincerely af- 
fectionate friend. 
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hs Madam, 
N unknown friend of your Lady- 


| ſhip's requeſts you will not delay 


one moment anſwering this letter.— 
I have things of the greateſt conſe- 
quence to you in this world, to tel! 


you : things of the moſt alarming na- 


ture that can poſſibly happen to you ; 
and which cannot admit of the ſmalleſt 
delay. I would have gone to your 
houſe, but ſome of your ſervants know 
me: and until I ſee your Ladyſhip, I 


can't think going to you.—I do not 


know where to ſee you, but ſhall leave 
that entirely to you.— If you will ſend 
me a line or two by the bearer, I ſhal! 
meet you wherever you think proper 
to appoint, at any hour this evening. 
I requeſt you will not mention a word 
of this letter to any living creature.— 


If Lady S—— or Mr, M-—— are at 
3 % your 


25 


of 
Kn 
ſtra 
ſhe 
ſeen 
frie 
om 


„ 
© your houſe, do not mention it on any 
* conſideration.— Do not negle& what I 
« here ſay; nor do not ſtrive to know 


* from the chairman who ſent him with 
« this letter—it is in vain—he does not 


« know, nor even what part of the town 


I live in. If my Lord goes to the play, 


* you can eaſily ſee me for half an hour; 
any where but at your houſe. For 


* your own ſake don't neglect this letter; 


* which comes from 
« A fincerely aſfectionate Friend. 


« If I don't ſee you, your reputation 
* will be undone for ever.“ 


If there had been a ſecret in the heart 
of Lady —— that the world might not 
know, ſhe muſt have been alarmed at this 
ſtrange note: and, ſurrounded, as ſhe knew 
ſhe was, by enemies, would certainly have 
ſeen a perſon who profefled ſo tender a 
trendſhip ; and ſeemed informed of 
lomething ſo important. But Innocence 
deſpiſes threats, at which the ſmalleſt con- 

ſciouſneſs 


(4 


| | ſciouſneſs of Guilt would tremble 
| The meſſenger was told, the note required 
no anſwer. 


Next day appeared a Paper in the 
news, ſigned Camlin; inſulting Lord 
with the name of a Weak Man; accuſing 


i Lady of crimes, at which even 
in - nature ſhudders ; without either the name | 
4 of the perſon who made the heavy in 
1 charge; or any the leaſt pretence of proof; "P 
1 or ground to be believed : and, as if he 393 
| was ignorant, or ſuppoſed the world to ſup 
| be ignorant, that Lady is remark- = 
. ably modeſt in her deportment, and mild prin 
i in her behaviour, repreſenting her as the 
4 moſt abandoned profligate that ever gloried T 
| in diſhonour. Lord ——, an upright, N 1. 
( friendly, conſcientious nobleman, inof- befor 
5 fenſive, juſt, and generous, is repreſented peace 
1 as one who avowed and patronized theſe . 
j worſt of crimes. Mr. M „a gentle- new 
| man who married into Lady s fami- ne oF 
l ly, a man born and bred up in the prin- ? 
[ ciples of honour, is charged with crimes, "I 
the the f; 


1 

the very thought of which would ſhock 

even the moſt hardened in offence ; and 

his Lady for no one fault, for no pre- 
| tence, but that ſhe is the ſiſter of Lady 

, is accuſed of contriving and bring- 
ing about what Nature, as well as Ho- 
nour, muſt be ſhocked to think upon. 


No age, no hiſtory, has produced an 
inſtance of a charge ſo complicated, and 
ſo unnatural, as is here openly produced 
| againſt a family perfectly innocent; un- 
ſupported by the leaſt, the very ſmalleſt 
evidence: the accuſer unknown ; and the 
printer of the paper paid for inſerting it. 


The tender, the affectionate friend, 
who had applied to Lady the day 


f before; offering, from his regard to her 
8 peace, to prevent this horrid charge; now 
ele 


makes his ſecond appearance, under 2 
new ſignature; and introduces the firſt - 
notice of that paper into the family. 


Lady —— having paid no attention to 
the firſt note, a ſecond comes, iti the 
© ſame 


the 
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ſame hand-writing ; addreſſed to Lord 
——-; encloſing the news-paper;; and 
containing the following words : 


« My Lord, 


o HE infamous conduct of your 
« Þ Wife with that villain —, s MW ' 
© the cauſe of the ſevere letter which : 
« here incloſe.—Baniſh him, and La- 1 
ce dy , from your houſe, or your oy 
« fame will be damn'd in this world 
« and the next. 
col 


«« Your ſincere friend, 


« A Popiſh Prieſt.” 


The letter in the news was ad- bab! 
dreſſed only to the Earl of But matt 
the blank in this particular paper, was cond 
filled up with his Lordſhip's title at 
length ; and this written in the ſame 
hand with the two notes. 


None that have the leaſt knowledge c 
the 


E 


the noble family, who have been thus 
inhumanly traduc'd, can give the light- 
eſt credit to any, the leaſt part of the 
charge: nor was it probably expected, 
that ſuch ſhould: but the world abounds 
with thoſe, who (being bad themſelves) 
rejoice to ſee others reduced to the ſame 
level: and there was the farther chance, 
that ſuch as had never heard the name 
of this family, might believe any thing 
related of it. | 


A news-paper does not live without a 
conteſt : a charge without a reply dies 
of itſelf; no crime is great enough to 
keep it long in exiſtence. Twas natural 
to think ſome friend of the family would, 
by their direction, anſwer; and pro- 
bably it was expected : but no ſuch 
matter happening, it ſhould ſeem the 
| conductors of this plan of perſecution, 
were reduced to anfwer ihemſelves. A 
letter ſoon appeared, ſuch as it was 
ſuppoſed would be likely for Mr. —— 
to write: and, to fix the reader's mind 
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more ſtrongly on that object, the word 
Tirchfield was ſubſcribed ; being the name 
of the ſtreet in which that gentleman 
lives, 


More than one letter were afterwards 
publiſhed, fo ſigned : and charges againſt 
particular perſons, fo groſs, and fo un- 
mannerly, were laid in them, that they 
have involved the miſtakenly imagined 
writer of them in a law-ſuit with one of 
the perſons; and in a duel with the other, 
What will be the event of the firſt, time 
alone can ſhew: happily neither fell in 
the engagement: but tis heinous in the 
higheſt degree, that the peace, the fortunes, 
and the lives of gentlemen ſhould be thus 
in the power of printers of news- papers. 


If we look upon Earl ——, who bears 
his heavy ſhare in this general attack, we 
ſee a nobleman, tender and careful of his 
children, to a degree that might be held 
forth as an example to mankind ; and of 
an affection to his lady fo far above all 

5 9 attacks, 


(14 7 
attacks, that not the loſs of a very great 
ſum of money, thro' ſome of her relations; 
much leſs the unſupported charge of im- 
poſſible crimes, could ſhake it but a 
moment. 


If there lives a man void of offence, 
tis Captain —— : and if it had not 


happened that Lady —— had been ſiſter 

| to the Counteſs , and wife to this 

f gentleman, her real accompliſhments, 

> not imaginary faults, might have been 

© the ſubject of better publications. 

in 

Ne The Counteſs ——, the great object of 
| this unwearied perſecution, has been too 

Us tender and beneficent to the afflictions 

8. and neceſſities of thoſe, who have in any 


manner thrown themſelves under her 
protection; too generous, not to expect 
ingratitude ; though 'twas impoſſible to 
foreſee it in this exceſs. There are 
degrees of obligation, which, being too 
great for return, pain the mind of the 
| receiver, and produce diſguſt—who has 

| been 
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been very generous, and has not found 
it? But if this attack ſhould appear to 
have ariſen from ſuch a ſource, 'twill be 


cnough to give a mortal wound to all be- 
neficence. 


Tis certain the Counteſs — has, 
in a very peculiar manner, experienced 
1 the pain of tenderneſs, and generoſity 
l ill returned: but Heaven - forbid any 
one ſhould entertain a thought that 
' 8 it could be a perſon ſo obliged, who 
was concerned in this attack ! Let us be- 
4 lieye that impoſſible : if it be but for the 

credit of human nature, 


It is the great misfortune, in this 
dark buſineſs, that we have not grounds 
F from which to make the leaſt, the 
remoteſt gueſs, at who can be the 
author; and unleſs ſome generous per- 
. ſon, to whom accident may have diſ- 
i cloſed the ſecret, ſhall be induced to p. 

| the diſcovery, by this true and unor- | 
; namented ſtate of the whole ſtory ; 
| there ſeems no hope of finding him. 

3 | The 
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The race of D ſeem to have 
otended the author: but as to this 
particular family, there does not appear 
any cauſe for having ſelected them from 


crimes; unleſs it were that he perceived 
they lived in a degree. of friendſhip, and 
of harmony, which hearts untun'd to 
happineſs, cannot ſupport. The great 
enemy of mankind hated, and purſued to 
their deſtruction, our firſt parents, from 
the ſame only provocation ; becauſe they 
were too happy. 


If I could paint to this unweary'd 
perſecuter of the innocent, the group 
of yeſterday; the Counteſs ſitting 
in her chair, with eyes of unutterable 
affection bent by turns on her two noble 
Boys, one leaning on each arm of it; 
and Lord reſting with folded hands 
upon the top, and looking Love and 
Protection on the three; it would thruſt 
double ſtings into his heart; that there 
could be in human nature ſuch affection; 

and 


all ; to bear the weight of theſe imputed 
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and that no unſupported charge of guilt 
could ſhake it. 


The news-paper which will receive 


unauthorized aſperſions, and give them to 
the Public, only becauſe paid for, needs 
never want ſupply ; nor will want pur- 
chaſers: Scandal will always pleaſe : and 
men delight in the attacks on others; not 
conſidering their own characters may be 
the next ſerv'd up: and 'tis not unhappy 
this inſtance, that the fame paper 
which arraigns the Counteſs —, 
ſhould be patron of Mrs. and 
champion for Lady that it ſhould be 
that paper in which even the ſacredneſs 
of Majeſty itſelf, adorned by the ex- 
alted virtues which it now cloaths; not 
the tranſcendent virtues of the firſt of 
Queens, could ſecure from infolent and 
audacious repreſentations : to which vir- 


tue never fails to give a cauſe of cenſure; 


and in which I ſhall not wonder to {ce 
the little Charles, before he can yet 
ſpeak, accuſed of Blaſphemy ; or Lord 


— 


ye 
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ſpcak, accuſed of Blaſphemy ; or Lord f 


— Wee trembling frame the lamp | 

of life is but beginning to recover its 1 
brightneſs from an apoplectic ſtroke, ac- | 

culed for highway robbery or mur- J 

ther. It is eaſy to be ſupply'd with | q 

| little articles; and incidents of no im- k 


portance ; and from theſe a rancorous A 
ingenuity will work up ill, that he ne- 

ver conceived who gave the firſt intelli- 
gence: and it ſhould ſeem that the 
author of this general attack, was of an 
opinion like that of the antient Icelan- 
ders ; who, as the good Biſhop tells us, 

who has juſt now wrote their hiſtory, 
held it as the firſt article of their religion, 
That their Happineſs in the next world 
would be great, in proportion to the 
number of men they had killed in 
this:“ or that he thought, whatſo- 
ever reputation he took from another, 

was that way given to himſelf. 


That little incidents have been con- ö 
vey by little people, from this noble | 
D family, | 
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family, is a truth, which ought to make 
the world cautious whom they truſt a- 
bout them: but theſe incidents con- 
vey'd none of the miſchiefs which have 
been fabricated on them. Tis true 
has been there on a certain day: but tis 
not true he dictated any papers; nay, tis 
impoſſible he ſhould, for none there 
wrote them. | 
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It muſt be own'd, King Priam's 
name was mentioned; but one bluſhes 
to ſee it repreſented in colours, perfectly 
foreign from the firſt occaſion. It can- 
not be denyd, Sir ſomebody ſupp'd at 
L 'Ss; but it is not true, that he re- 
vis'd papers; that he ſold cats; or that 
he received money, or preſents. 


Thereis a tapeſtry room in D ſtreet; 
and doubtleſs there are bed-chambers ; 
but he who ſhall affirm, that any thing 
diſhonourable has been tranſacted in 
them, goes far beyond the intelligence 


he received from thoſe who idly told the 
names 


LW 7 


names and number of the apartments.— 
Tachimo could deſcribe the furniture of 
the bed-chamber ; but Imogen was in- 
nocent. : 
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